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OUTLINE (UM Photo by Gordon Lemon)
After doing yeoman duty at Community Hospital, Missoula, for more than five 
years, this amazing machine has found a new mission in the University of Montana 
chemistry department.
The Hycel Model 17 Discretionary Multichannel Analyzer can perform as many as 
17 chemical analyses on up to 40 samples an hour--and that's 680 analyses in 60 
minutes. Even so, machines are now available that are more efficient and less 
expensive for hospital lab use, and when the Hycel 17's lease ran out, Community 
Hospital bought a new automated analyzer.
The hospital also bought the Hycel 17 and donated it to the UM. On hand for 
the presentation were, from left, Dr. R. Keith Osterheld, chairman of the UM 
chemistry department; Ed Lister, president of Community Hospital board of directors; 
and Grant Winn, administrator of the hospital.
Osterheld says the University will use the machine in a biochemistry teaching 
laboratory to acquaint students in such fields as medical technology and pre-medical 
science with the automated analytical systems used in the larger clinical 1aboratories.
He said the Hycel Model 17 will also find use in UM research programs involving 
large numbers of routine analyses, such as Professor Richard Juday's water quality 
studies on lake, stream and well waters.
According to Dr. Richard C. Bowers, UM president and professor of chemistry,
"This is a piece of equipment that the University probably could not justify buying 
until some more basic equipment needs were met but that will be of real value to 
the chemistry department as a teaching tool. We are genuinely grateful to Community 
Hospital for this gift, which will provide our students an opportunity they might 
not otherwise have of familiarizing themselves with the use of this kind of machine
